
Date: Monday, July 12, 2021 
To: Richard F. Gosselin, Jr, Chairman; Paul A. Piktelis, Vice Chairman; Terry Burke Dotson, Member; Mathew Ashmankas, 

Member; Bruce M. Devault, Member; and Millbury Planning Board 
From: Steven S. Stearns 
Reference: Public Hearing Comments (from a son of the owners and resident of Map 62 Parcel 98) 
 McLaughlin Family Living Trust; John Antaya; and Kathleen (McLaughlin) Mardirosian (the “owners”)  
 Whitney Street Home Builders, LLC (the “developer”) 
 17 Rice Road, Millbury, MA (a/k/a Rice Pond Village Project) 
 
 
In reviewing the developer’s engineer’s proposed enhancements to the Rice Road / Providence Road intersection (and railroad 
crossing) and Rice Road / South Main Street, their proposed plans unfortunately miss the mark and do not fully address the concerns of 
the neighborhood or Planning Board members. As a long-time resident, from listening to other neighbors, and the Planning Board 
members comments, I have taken some time to mark up their proposed plan with alternatives for each intersection for discussion and 
refinement purposes. Please note that the alternative plans submitted are not to scale. 
 
Key Points – Rice Road / Providence Road (and Railroad Crossing): 

1. The width of the railroad crossing should be increased to a minimum of 28-feet to provide for an adequate and safe crossing 
and added painted cross-hatched lines that increase as vehicles approach the railroad crossing and then decrease after 
crossing the railroad tracks, indicating to drivers to stay in their own lanes. Today, people drive on the wrong side of the road 
or in the center of the road. 

2. Rice Road width throughout should have a minimum width of 24-feet of finished pavement without exception, add an 
appropriate center line painted lines, as deemed appropriate by the Millbury Department of Public Works or other traffic 
standards. 

3. This railroad crossing originally had crossing gates in the 1960s, 1970s, and maybe into the 1980s. These gates should be 
restored to ensure the safety of traffic, the same as the Curve Street and South Main Street railroad crossings. 

4. Create turning lanes at Providence Road (north and south) and add a stop sign(s) at the end of Rice Road. 
5. Restore railroad crossing signs and pavement marking to ensure awareness of drivers that the crossing exists, also add a 

sign that indicates the sharp angle change . 
 
Key Points – Rice Road / South Main Street: 

1. The width of Rice Road pavement needs to be increased on the odd numbered side of Rice Road to permit vehicles turning 
off of South Main Street to permit safe turning and staying within their lane. Currently, when drivers navigate this turn, they 
are on the wrong side of the road or in the middle of the road causing daily near misses (potential traffic accidents). 

2. Rice Road is narrow in width and increase/decreases in grade from approximately 1 Rice Road through 5 Rice Road and there 
is low visibility due to the grade change. Again, the finished pavement width should increase and painted lanes should be 
added again with increasing/decreasing marking indicating to drivers to stay in their own lanes. 

3. Signage should be added to Rice Road (both sides) at a minimum from 1-7 Rice Road (odd side) and 2-4 Rice Road (even side) 
indicating no parking, standing or stopping, as resident’s visitors and delivery vehicles stop and park, thus creating a safety 
and visibility issue for road users. 

4. Currently, the school bus stop (pick-up/drop-off) is at the intersection of Rice Road and South Main Street, this should be 
changed back to the previous location or a new location for the safety of children and parents as it is dangerous. If the school 
department continues this as the school bus stop then the safety issues must to be addressed. 






