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 When looking at the 2019 Master Plan for the Town of Millbury, the feedback collected 

from over 970+ of the residents directly aligns with what’s consistently been vocalized during 

the calls for this project. 17 Rice Road is not building single-family homes and they are 

attempting to build several multifamily units directly on top of a pristine ecosystem. 

 

The residents of Millbury overwhelmingly support the construction of SINGLE-FAMILY 

HOMES: 

 

 

The number one concern in one of the poll questions was the “Disappearing wildlife habitat 

and forests”: 

 

 



The development at 17 Rice Road is not making any effort to “preserve the small 

town feeling” as noted as one of the “key themes” outlined in the Master Plan (see 

screenshot below). As cited in my previous letter, using the 2020 Census data, this project is 

incredibly overbuilt. According to the 2020 Census, Millbury’s population grew by 4.3% (13,261 

-> 13,831) from 2010 which only equates to 570 new residents. A conservative estimate of 92 

people would move into the proposed 46 units at 17 Rice Road. To emphasize the magnitude of 

this project, it would be like placing 16% of all individuals who moved into town in the last 

decade onto this tiny 15.6-acre parcel. Such extreme figures may be acceptable in the city of 

Worcester but should not be allowed in the town of Millbury. The density of this project must 

be lowered.  

 

 

 

 



The removal of units 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 must occur to protect the “critical ecosystem” that 

is the pond. The Master Plan clearly outlines this is an integral component when considering 

every development project. During the last call, the developer expressed interest in a dialogue 

with the community. The direct-abutters and respondents to the Master Plan survey are speaking 

clearly when they continually state that they want crucial ecosystems preserved, please remove 

the units to align this project with the wishes of the community and the residents of town.  

 

 



 

 

Every direct-abutter on the South side of the pond has expressed a serious concern 

regarding the walking path and the potential for trespassing. During the last call, the developer 

stated he had a “willingness to work with the neighbors”, please exercise this willingness by 

agreeing to construct a fence to protect the existing residents. A 6-foot-high black fence (red line, 

screenshot below) would be incredibly effective at deterring the vast majority of would-be 

trespassers and alleviate the concerns continuously expressed on this call.  

 

 



We are calling for a FOURTH revision of the project proposed at 17 Rice Road. With all 

the outstanding action items that remain, this project should be very far from seeking any type of 

approval.    

At a minimum, the FOURTH revision must remove units 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 to 

protect the pristine ecosystem that is the pond, and nothing should be placed in their current 

locations. If the Planning Board will not deny the multifamily special permit as direct-abutters 

and the majority of Millbury residents expressed in the 2019 Master Plan, then the number of 

buildings constructed should be lowered to 15 or less. The developer must also show a 

willingness to protect the existing community by acting to drastically lower the density, remove 

the units on the pond, and construct a fence to mitigate trespassing. 

 

 

To the Planning Board, please continue to do everything in your power to 

protect the existing residents of this community.  

Thank you kindly for your continued support.  


